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THE WORD

Thisis an unusual parable. It seems as though Jesus is condoning sharp practice by the
steward. In the Palestine of Jesus' time, many large estates were owned by absentee landlords
who left the running of the business to a steward (a little like the situation that existed in
Ireland for so long).

These stewards usually ran the business to their own advantage. Provided the owner received
what he considered a regular income, he wasn't too bothered about any sharp practice the
steward might get up to.

In this parable, the landowner decides that his steward's shady dealings have gone too far and
calls him in and fires him. Faced with ruin, the steward assesses his options. Hard work is out
of the question. So too is begging. Both would entail a loss of status in a community where

a person's reputation was paramount. The only option left is to call in all the favours that are
owed him.

Jewish law forbade earning interest on a loan. But there was a way around it. The rabbis knew
that unless the lender could foresee some return on the loan, he was unlikely to lend money
with no hope of reward. This might mean more hardship for the poor who couldn’'t borrow to
get them out of a hard time. The solution went along these lines: when someone wanted to
borrow something, they agreed on the amount to be repaid but a larger amount was handed
over, The difference constituted the interest.

In the parable we see several examples of this practice. The person who borrowed fifty
measures of oil agreed to repay a hundred; the borrower of eighty measures of wheat agreed
to repay a hundred, and so on. The extra fifty or twenty was probably the steward's ‘take, as

it was he who negotiated the deals. By inviting the borrowers to write smaller sums on their
bonds, he is doing them a favour but losing out himself. He is calculating that favours done
demand to be repaid. Known perhaps in the past for driving a hard bargain, he is now acquiring
a reputation for fair play and generosity, and won't lose out by the rise in his public esteem. If
the borrowers have gained a little money, they have also taken on a new obligation to take care
of him. He manipulates the money to make friends for his forced retirement.

Instead of feeling cheated, the landowner is forced to smile at the steward's ingenuity. This
leads Jesus to comment that ‘the children of this world' are more astute business people than
‘the children of light'. He goes further in advising wealthy Christians to make the best use of
their wealth for the sake of the kingdom. Jesus is no champion of money. He regards it as ‘that
tainted thing'. Some older translations use an unusual phrase here, 'the mammon of iniquity".
Mammon means something like possessions, On the only other occasion when the word is
used in the Gospel (Matthew 6:24), it also points up a tension between serving God and making
wealth the centre of one's life.

We need to be astute in our use of material things and not become a slave to them. We need to
be as clever in safeguarding our spiritual future — and the salvation of our souls — as the smart
people of this world are when their financial future is in peril. |
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REFLECT

e know that money makes the
Wworld go round. We know the

power of Wall Street and big
business. We know how seductive it is.
Today's Gospel challenges us to think
about our attitude to money, power and
material things. Jesus is not opposed
to money, power or material things. He
knows they are necessary. But he says
they are dangerous because they can
easily lead us astray. They can become
our obsession, our goal, our number
one focus. They can become false gods.
So, like the smart steward, we need to
take stock, to rethink our priorities, to
consider what's really in our best interest
going forward. The steward sought to
protect his future by making friends
for his forced retirement. We also must
protect our future by making sure that
itis God — and not money, possessions,
fame, self-indulgence or anything else —
that comes first in our lives. H

SAY

“Lord, help me to put you first
- whatever the cost. Amen.”

'PRAY

Pray for business and government leaders,
that they will use their power and wealth for the
common good.

In today's first reading, the prophet Amos
castigates the greedy who buy up the poor

for money and abuse others for their personal
gain. hink about your attitude to money. Do you
abuse it? What comes first in your life?

Every disciple must make a decision about
which she or he loves more: God or wealth.

Christians must never let the love of material
things draw them away from God.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord.
Should they cry to me in any distress,
1 will hear them, and | will be their Lord for ever.

COLLECT
O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law
upon love of you and of our neighbour,
grant that, by keeping your precepts,
we may merit to attain eternal life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Amos 8:4-7
A reading from the Prophet Amos.
Hear this, you who trample on the needy
and bring the poor of the land to an end,
saying, ‘When will the new moon be over, that we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath, that we may offer wheat for sale,
that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great
and deal deceitfully with false balances,
that we may buy the poor for silver,
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and sell the chaff of the wheat?’
The Lorp has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
‘Surely | will never forget any of their deeds.’
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 113(112):1-2. 4-6. 7-8. R.cf.1a. 7b

R: Praise the Lorp, who raises the poor.
Or Alleluial

1. Praise, O servants of the Lonrp,
praise the name of the Loro!
May the name of the Lorp be blest
both now and for evermore! R.

2. High above all nations is the Lorp,
above the heavens his glory.
Who is like the Lorb, our God,
who dwells on high,
who lowers himself to look down
upon heaven and earth? R.

3. From the dust he lifts up the lowly,
from the ash heap he raises the poor,
to set them in the company of princes,
yes, with the princes of his people. R.

SECOND READING 1 Timothy 2:1-8
A reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy.

Beloved: First of all, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are
in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly
and dignified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the
sight of God our Saviour, who desires all people to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and there
is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who
gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at
the proper time.

For this | was appointed a preacher and an Apostle — | am telling
the truth, 1 am not lying — a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and
truth. | desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting
holy hands without anger or quarrelling.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL 2 Corinthians 8:9

R: Alleluia, alleluia.

Jesus Christ, though he was rich,

yet for your sake he became poor,

so that you by his poverty might become rich.
R: Alleluia.

GOSPEL Luke 16:1-13
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
(for shorter form read between > <)
> At that time: Jesus said to the disciples, <
‘There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. And
he called him and said to him, “What is this that | hear about you?
Turn in the account of your management, for you can no longer be
manager.” And the manager said to himself, “What shall | do, since
my master is taking the management away from me? | am not
strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg. | have decided
what to do, so that when | am removed from management, people
may receive me into their houses.” So, summoning his master’s
debtors one by one, he said to the first, “How much do you owe
my master?” He said, “A hundred measures of oil.” He said to him,
“Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.” Then he said
to another, "And how much do you owe?" He said, “A hundred
measures of wheat.” He said to him, “Take your bill and write
eighty.” The master commended the dishonest manager for his
shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing
with their own generation than the sons of light. And | tell you,
make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so
that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.

>‘One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and
one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If
then you have not been faithful with the unrighteous wealth, who
will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful
with that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your
own? No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.’ <

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Receive with favour, O Lord, we pray,
the offerings of your people,
that what they profess with devotion and faith
may be theirs through these heavenly mysteries.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
You have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept;
may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes.

Or

I am the Good Shepherd, says the Lord;
| know my sheep, and mine know me.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Graciously raise up, O Lord,
those you renew with this Sacrament,
that we may come to possess your redemption
both in mystery and in the manner of our life.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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St Patrick’s Our Lady of the Rosary
Church | H E, B E,ACON & St Luke’s Church

King Street _ Church Road, Trench
Wellington Parish Priest: Fr Ravi Bosco TF2 7HG
TF1 3AP M: 07447 632733 E: frravi.bosco@gmail.com

Clergy: FrJoe Donlan, Fr Michat katuszyriski M: 07926 044405 E: stafford@pcmew.org
Safeguarding & Parish Office: Moira Shrimpton M: 07540 723614
Office: The Presbytery, King Street, Wellington, TF1 3AP E: ourladyandstpatrick2024@gmail.com T: 01952 - 242423

21 SEPTEMBER 2025
25™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

EVANGELII GAUDIUM SUNDAY - Retiring Collection 1*t Count
Sat 20th  17:30 Dooney/Lauriello Intentions / Cé&cilia and Jack Stanton Anniversary St Patrick’s
Sun 21st  08:45 Massin Polish St Patrick’s
25th Sunday in 09:00 Parishioners Our Lady’s
Ordinary Time 11:00 Antony Scaria 3™ Anniversary St Patrick’s
Mon 22nd  Ferial
Tues 23rd St Pius of Pietreclina (Padre Pio), Priest
12:00 Mclintyre Intentions St Patrick’s
Wed 24th  Our Lady of Walsingham
10:00 Paul Hopkirk Reguiem Mass Qur Lady’s
Thurs 25th  Ferial
19:00 Marykutty Augustine Anniversary St Patrick’s
Fri 26th  Ferial
09:30 Rosie Steere (Intention) St Patrick’s
18:00 Massin Polish St Patrick’s
SPECIAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST 2" Count
Sat 27th  17:30 Brian & Beryl Masters 63" Wedding Anniversary / Pat Jervis RIP St Patrick’s
Sun 28th  08:45 Massin Polish St Patrick’s
26th Sundayin 09:00 Mary Harlow RIP Our Lady’s
Ordinary Time 11:00 Special Intention St Patrick’s
12:30 Baptism - Roman Michael Fudge St Patrick’s
SACRAMENT OF FORGIVENESS (CONFESSION) ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
30 minutes before Masses 30 minutes before weekday Masses
RIP: Paul Hopkirk and Mary Harlow. BAPTISMS: Forms are available from the porch. Please
We pray for everyone whose anniversaries are at this  hand your form to Fr Ravi. The next session will be on 27
time. September at 12noon at St Patrick’s.

Weekly Offerings: Total: £1474.94- Standing Orders £744.37 (£586.12 Gift Aided), Envelopes £273.20 (£201 Gift
Aided), Loose Plate £441.37 (Not Gift Aided). Dona - £16 We can only add Gift Aid if donations are identifiable.

Bank details: e Please scan this (.QR code
St Patrick Wellington Our Lady & St Luke Telford : to donate online.
Sort Code: 30-15-52 Sort Code: 30-15-52 You c'an r-eglster your card
Account Number: 54546760 Account Number: 54582160 for gift aid to be a.dded to
every donation
ROTAS

Sat 5.30: W: Lynne & Lewis EM: Ann C: Anne & John Next Week: Lucy & Damien EM: Gail C: Gay & Nicky
Sun 9: W: Vanessa & Tony EM: Catherine C: Laura & Edith Next Week: W: Philip & Bobbie EM: John C: B, N &
Sun 11: W: Evangeline & Shreya EM: Anna C: K & G Next Week: W: Nancy & Stephen EM: Jane C: Anné& Jane

Refreshments after Mass every Sunday at OLoR . and First Sunday of the month at St Patrick’s.

FOREIGN COINS: Please add your foreign coins to the buckets in the porches.

The Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity (N0.234025)

DATA PROTECTION PRIVACY NOTICE
Our two parishes sometimes collect personal information about parishioners. All personal information is collected, processed and stored in accordance with
the General Data Protection Regulations. This is retained only as necessary and used by the Parish/Diocese for the benefit of the Parish and for legitimate
reasons such as administrative and religious purposes. You can read our full privacy notice at www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/privacy-notice.




TOWARDS BUILDING MEANINGFUL PARISH
STRUCTURES FOR OUR LIFE AND MISSION
TOGETHER: Our parish is blessed with healthy
numbers at all our masses - gifted people from
different, amazing backgrounds, whose skills and
talents would be very much appreciated in the following
ministries to serve our parish community: Faith-
Formation (Catechesis), Faith-Celebration (Liturgy),
Faith-Action  (Service) and  Faith-Stewardship
(Administration).

With representatives drawn from these four areas, a
Community Ministry Team (CMT) will be formed for
each church. With members from our two CMTs, a
Parish Pastoral Team (PPT) will evolve. We foresee
three meetings in a year — September (for Advent and
Christmas), January (for Lent and Easter), May (for the
summer).

If you would like to help in any of the four ministries or
to volunteer for a leadership role in them, please let Fr
Ravi or Moira know by Sunday, 19 October 2025,
clearly indicating your preference(s). We look forward
to having preliminary meetings in November and to
hopefully introduce the Ministry teams and the Pastoral
team to the wider community on the first day of the new
liturgical year (Advent).

Faith-Formation (Catechesis): Sacramental
preparation (Baptism, Forgiveness, Communion,
Confirmation, Matrimony), Scripture study, RCIA,
Foundation Governors, Newsletter updates, Displays
etc.

Faith-Celebration (Liturgy): Sunday and weekday
masses, Altar servers, Readers, EMHC (Eucharistic
ministers), Children’s  liturgy, Music, Choir,
Reconciliation Services, Ushers, Funerals etc.

Faith-Action (Service): Groups and Associations,
Ecumenism (Churches  Together), Inter-Faith,
Bereavement, Cleaners, Flower arrangers, key holders,
Socials, Fundraisers etc.

Faith-Stewardship: Administration, Safeguarding,
Health & Safety, Finance, Maintenance and Parish
Office.

BIBLE STUDY: We plan to start a small bible study
group after the 7pm Mass at St Patrick’s on Thursday
25th September. We will try some different options over
the first few weeks to see which format works best.
There are sign-up sheets in the porch at both churches.

FRIDAY MASS: Friday Mass has a new time of 9:30am
along with St Patrick’s school children followed by tea
and coffee in the meeting room and church will be kept
open till midday for prayer.

MONTHLY ECUMENICAL GATHERING: Monday 13th
October at 1pm at Holy Trinity Oakengates. Given the
darker evenings, the group will be moving to early
afternoon services. The theme for October gathering is
"Our understanding of the Psalms"

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 2026: Holy Communion
enrolment forms are available from the porches at
church. They need to be completed and returned by the
first Sunday in Advent, 30" November.

MONTHLY FRIDAY AFTERNOON TEA: Starting on
Friday 10" October at 2pm, we will host a monthly
Afternoon Tea at Our Lady’s. We will be offering a
Traditional afternoon tea of sandwiches/savouries and
sweet treats.

Donations of a minimumof £3 will be
gratefully received. Numbers will be limited to 24 as we
start this new venture - so don’t delay to add your name
to the list in the porch and let us know your dietary
needs.

We also need helpers - if you can prepare/bake/serve
and/or you have tea pots/tea sets/cake stands we can
borrow for the day - please speak to choir members
Dianne, Pauline, Suzi or Denise .

CHRISTMAS PARISH LUNCH: Sunday 30" November
At Hadley Park Hotel - 2 courses - starter & main -plus
mince pie & coffee.

To book please see/contact Pauline Hoyle 07954
683359.

Cost If paying in cash or direct into Our Lady’s bank
accountis £25.95 per person. To pay by card orvia
Dona online system will be £26.50 per person to cover
transaction charges. Payment is due hefore October
125,

HARVEST FESTIVAL FAMILY MASS AT OLOR -
SUNDAY 5™ OCTOBER: As Autumn begins, we have
our 1* Family Mass celebrating the Harvest Festival, in
which the children will play an active part.

After Mass we will carry on the celebration with Brunch
consisting of bacon rolls & vegetable samosas. (A small
minimum donation of 50p per item would be
appreciated). Tea and Coffee served as normal.

Did you Know?

Our Lady of the Rosary & St Luke’s Church was
consecrated on 6th October 2012 & The Feast day of
Our Lady of the Rosary is on 7" October. So our Harvest
Festival celebration is perfectly timed this year, but it is
also a time to remember those in need.

Telford Foodbank by TCS (Telford Crisis Support)

As we approach the Family Mass, we will be collecting
for the Telford Foodbank, please bring in donations of
Tinned/Dry Food such as meat/vegetables/soup/pasta
or Toiletries - shampoo/toothpaste/shower gel.
AYellow box will be located in the porch, foritems to go
in, and then into bags.

Check out the TCS poster for ideas of what to donate.
Thank you!

NEW DBS PROCEDURES ARE IN PLACE. If you are
waiting to be checked please contact Moira.



